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The Two Worlds of “Hung-lou meng” #

By Ying-shih Yu
Translated by Diana Yu
Ying-shihh Yu, Frofessor of Chinese Hiviory at Harvard

University ,is now on leave to serve as President of his alma
mater,New. Asia College the Chinese University of Hong
Kong He has also heen appointed Pro-Vice-Chancellor of
the University for a term of two years beginning 1973, This
article is transladed from a leciure delivered by Dr.  Yu as
one of a series of lectures celehrating the tenth anniversary
of the CUHK. In a related study,Chin-lai hung-hsueb 1e fa-
chan yu hung-hsueh ke-ming JT{CAT¥HIE B SL5 Y & o
be published in the Journal of the CUHK Volume 11,1974,
Dr. ¥Yu has analyzed the“inner logic”of the past fifiy years
of “Red-ology’and possible new departures for future
scholarship in this classic novel by Ts ao Hsneh-ch’in(8E
i 17167 -1763)

TWO WORLDS in sharp contrast to each other are created by Ts ' ao
Hsueh-ch * in in his novel Hung-lon meng  { The Red Chamber Dream } .
two worlds which, for the sake for distinction, | shall call the “Utopian
world” andthe “world of reality.” These two worlds, as embodied in the
novel, are the world of Takuanyuan { 7 ©and the world that existed



outside it. The difference between these two
worlds s indicated by a varicty of opposing
symbols,such as “purity” and *“impurity” .
“love” and “lust” , “falsity’ and “truth” , and
th¢ two sides of the Precious Muror of
Romance. Throughout the book mention of
these two worlds constitutes a most important
clue which, if grasped intelligently, will enable
us to understand the significance thul lies
behind the author * s creative intentions,

These two worlds are so vividly
por-trayed and so sharply contrasted that all
readers of the novel must, in one way or anoth-
er,to a greater or lesser degree, be sensitive to
their existence.However. in the past fifty years
the nature of “Red-ology” (£12%) ¥ was such
that its chief efforts were devoted to research on
the historicatl aspect of the novel. Qur Red-olo-
gists, being mostly historians or adherents to
the historical method.had naturaily focussed
their attention on the world of reality which the
novel described,soc much so that the other
world in the novel——the ideal world, the cas-
tle in the air which the author had *laboured ten

years” to create——was utterly neglected. In

Bt Forr R WM R HE

* From The Renditions, A
Chinese-English  Translation
Magarsine, Ne.2. Spring, 1974
I Variously rendered Broad
Vista Garden{ H Beneraft Jolv ),
Takvanyuan{ Chi-Chen Wang) |
Carden of Spectacular Sighis
{George Kao) ,Pack of
Delighsfui Vision {Kuhn
McHugh) , Cmand View Garden
{Wu Shih-ch”ang}, Magnarama

Carden  {Lin  Ywtang) , and
Frospeet  Garden  (David
Hawhkex) —ED.

@ CF Lin Yutang, My Countrs
and My Peaple (1935, %o the
Chitese ,men and women, have
mast of them read the novel
seven or eight times over, and a
seienee has developed which 1=
called 'redology” (hunghsueh,
from Red Chomber Dream),
comparable  in  dignity
volume to the Shakespeare or

arrl

Corthe commentaries,"1in Wu-
chi, in Foreword to The Dream of
the Red Chamber. A Critiral
Study by Jeanne Knoerls, 8.7,
1972, “The study of The Drewn
of the Red Chamber { Hung-ton
meng),which  continues  to
attract eritical attention today in
China and abroad | has acquired
g designation of s own: Hung
hsueh, or *Red-ology' " The
term is said to have heen eoined
around 1875.—ED.
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fact, the chief concern of these scholars had been to demolish this castle in
the air and restore it to the bricks and stones that belonged to the world of
reality. Under the influence of the “autobiographical approach” , restora-
tion efforts went even further with a shifting of emphasis from the world of
reality in the novel to the world of reality in which the author once lived. In
fact,what has been called for half a century Red-ology.or Hung-lonw meng
scholarship. was none other than Ts ' ao Hsueh-ch” in scholarship, or the
study of the man Ts’ao Hsueh-ch’ in and his family history. This substitu-
tion of Ts" ao Hsueh-ch’ in scholarship for Hung-lou meng scholarship
necessarily involved certain sacrifices, one of the greatest of which, as I
see 1t 15 the obscuring of the line of division between the two worlds of the
novel. The chimax of historical research came in the years 1961-1963
when scholars in mainland China conducted an enthusiastic search for the
“whereabouts of Takuanyuan inside the Capital” . By this people are giv-
en the distinct impresston that Ts * ao Hsueh-ch '’ in’ s garden exists in the
world of reality and is part of it. The ideal world in the book is blanked out
and, if one may borrow the words of the author, It is a world wiped clean:
oitly a sheet of white remains!

Still, it would be unfair to say that during the past few decades no
particular notice has been paid to the portraiture of the ideal world in the
novel. As early as 1953 or 1954, Yu P’ ing-po had emphasised on the
ide alistic element of Takuanyuan and observed that.judging from the
level of vision on which it was imagined,the garden could well be a
creation out of nowhere. He quoted from Chapter 18 Chia Yuan-ch’un’s

words, “Now are assembled all beautiful features of Heaven and Earth” ,



to illustrate that Takuanyuan was nothing but
a paradisiacal mirage conjured up by the
author’s pen, In the history of Red-ology the
point which he made had the significance of
what Thomas §.Kuhn called a “paradigm™ , ¥
and 1t 1s certainly lamentable that
circumstances had forbidden him to give full
assertion to this revolutionary viewpoint., In
1972 appeared the first piece of writing that
devoted a full discussion to the ideal world in
the novel,a  paper entitled “On
Takuanyuan” , written by Stephen C.  Soong,
It argued that the garden definitely did not
exist in the real world, that it was in truth an
unreal crecation bom of the aunthor’s
imagination to suit his creative intentions.

Soong even went as far as to say .

Takuanyuan is a garden that
1solates the girls from the outside
world, wherehy it is hoped that
the girls would lead carefree and
leisurely lives and avoid being
polluted by the filthy influences

of the other sex. It would be

GESTEE:3 3k R St

@) The Stracture of Scienzific
Revolutions University of
Chicago Press, 1970, pastim.
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best if the girls could preserve their youth forever.and
not marry away. In this sense,Takuanyuan can be said 1o
be a protective fortress for the girls which exists only in

the ideal realm but bas no foundation in reality,d

This statement, with its unpretentious and apt observation, will be the
starting point of my discussion on the two worlds of The Red Chamber

Dream.

TQO SAY THAT Takuanyuan was an ideal world created out to Ts " ao
Hsueh-ch’in’s imagination automatically brings up an important ques-
tion : if Takuanyuan was a “fairyland” where “no mortal is allowed to
tread " , then what would be the position in relation to the whole book of
the “Land of [llusion” { X 4155 ) mentioned in Chapter 59 Certainly
we can call this Land of lllusion a dream within a dream and an illusion
among illusions, bui having established this will we not be obliged to
follow up by saying that in the novel there are three worlds altogether?
On this point the commentator Chih-yen Chai  ( f#i3% ) made the fol-
lowing observation .

Takuanyuan is the Land of Tllusion for Pao-yu and the

twelve golden maidens—how can this fact be treated

casually? 72

As Chih-yen Chai saw it, Takuanyuan was the shadow of the Land

of Hlusion projected onto the world of man, and originally these two



worlds were onc¢ and the same and their im-
ages fitted each other exactly. There being no
doubt that Chih-yen Chai,incognito though
he (or she } is, was intimately acquainted with
the author and his creative intentions,we
should feel safe to count his commentaries as
the strongest side evidence if at the same time
there is found in the novel itself sufficient in-
ternal evidence. On this point the novel does
supply the following direct evidence . in
Chapter 5, Pao-yu followed Ch” in K "o-ch’
ing “to a place where vermilion railings and
white stones,green trees and clear sireams
came into sight, unvisited by man and unpol-
luted by dust. In his dream Pao-yu was enrap-
tured and thought.  This place is really inter-
esting. I am willing to spend the rest of my
life here, even if I have to forsake my family
for it.* » The place described here was in fact
the Takuanyuan which appeared later on in
the novel,for in Chapter 17 the same line
“vermilion railings and white stones, green
trees and clear streams” was magnified into a
description of thc landscape near Hsin-fang
Yuan (#3735 [ ) before which Chia Cheng

GESECaR: & F o R S E 82

{t Stephen C. Scong{ K ),
*On Takuanyuan" ,Ming Fao
Monthly, Hong Kong,Sepiem-
her 1972,

@ Yu Plingpe (H 1),
ek, Chikh-yen Choi  Hung-lou
meng chi-pling (f5 A% i
P
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and Pao-yu passed on their tour of the garden. Also,in Chapter 33, the
novet telis us that “having moved into the garden, Pao-yu felt complete-
ly satisfied, and could find nothing more to be unhappy about.” A close
comparison between the passages that come before and after these lings
will enable us to see the kind of relationship that existed belween the
Land of Illusion and Takuanyuan,

If this piece of evidence seems a little oblique, a more straight-for-
ward and explicit one can be quoted from Chapter 17 which tells us
how. departing from Heng-wu Yuan (% F 35 ) .Chia Cheng.Pao-yu
and others came before a jade-stone plaque. “Here Chia Cheng raised
the question, * What words should we inscribe here? * The crowd said,
‘ Only P’eng-1ai, Land of Fairies, seems fitting * , but Chia Cheng shook
his head and said nothing. At the sight of this place, Pao-yu was sudden-
ly reminded of something, and searching his memory, it seemed to him
that he had seen this place somewhere before, and yet he could not re-
member on what day or month or year. Chia Cheng then told Pao-yu to
suggest a title, but Pao-yu, with his heart set on recapturing that fleeting
scene, could not gather his thoughts to perform this assignment.” Then
Chia Cheng specially added the remark, «This place is strategic, so you
had better come up with a good one.” Now where actually had Pac-yu
seen tbis jade-stone plaque before? Maybe he could not recall it him-
self, but readers will remember that in Chapter 5, while touring the Land
of lusion, Pao-yu had “followed the fairy maiden to a place where
they saw a stene plaque, placed sideways,on which were written the

words  Land of liusion * .» Was not this the very place Pao-yu was try-
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ing to dig up in his memory? As Chia Cheng had emphatically said.
“This place is strategic.* Certainly it is, for what place in the novel can
be more important than the Land of lllusion? The same jade-stone
plaque was later named *Precious Mirror of the Heavenly Fairies” by
Pao-yu.and Liu Lao-lao, mistaking the name for “Precious Temple of
the Jade Emperor” . kowtowed enthusiastically to it. Thus, by alternate-
ly using the names P *eng-lai, Land of Fairies” , ““Precious Mirror of
the Heavenly Fairies” and “Precious Temple of the Jade Emperor” , the
author was reminding us time and again that Takuanyuan does not exist
on earth, but is in heaven. and that it is not an aspect of reality, but an
aspect of the ideal, To put it more precisely, Takuanyuan and the Land
of Tllusion are indeed one and the same.

Now that we see that Takuanyuan was actually no less than the
Land of Tllusion for Pao-yu and his female companions. it becomes un-
derstandable why the plan for huilding it must have a pretext as weighty
as the home-visit of Yuan-ch’un,the Royal Concubine. One comment
in Chapter 16 of the Chih-yen Chai edition says,

Takuanyuan was built to fit the oceasion of the home-

visit-———this key factor reveals the purpose of the author’s

grand design.

In addition to this significant design, an interesting piece of narrative in
the opening pages of Chapter 17 tells us that, after the garden was com-
pleted, Chia Chen offered to lead Chia Cheng on a tour of it to see if
changes should be made anywhere, adding that Chia Sheh had already
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made his tour——which seemed to imply that Chia Sheh was the first
man to have gone into the garden.This, however, was purposely mis-
leading . for later on it was said. “Because Ch * in Chung occupied Pao-
yu’ s thoughts. causing him unending grief, Grandma Chia gave orders
for Pao-yu to be taken into the garden so that he could amuse himself
there” , and right after this we are itold that Pao-yu stumbled upon Chia
Cheng unawares. and was ordered to follow him back into the garden to
write inscriptions for the tablets. The latter part of this narrative implies
at least two things . first, that Pao-yu was the very first person io enter
Takuanyuan to admire the scenery——he had been there more than
once before Chia Cheng. Chia Sheh and others went in to examine the
completed works; and second, since Takuanyuan had for Pao-yu and
the girls the significance of a Utopia or a Pure Land, it is imperative
that they themselves. rather than anyone else, should perform the task
of naming the various pieces of architecture there. The fairyland where
“no mortal is allowed to tread” would not permit of pollution by out-
siders. Thus Chih-yen Chai in his summing-up comment for Chapter 17

said,

Pao-yu is the beauty of all beauties,and for this reason
he must take up the task of inscribing the tablets in

Takuanyuan.

and another comment of his zlso said.

The accidental nature of the encounter is precisely what
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intrignes us. If Pao-vn was speetally summoned to inscribe

the tableis,the passage would lose all the literary meriis

that it now has,

At such points these comumentaries help us penetrate the author * s inten-
tions and to understand the full meaning of many of his statements. And
there 1s seldom an idle word in the Hung-lou narrative,

We all know that Pao-yu did not compose inscriptions for all the
tablets in Takuanyuan that day. As a matter of fact, there were so many
pieces of architecture in Takuanyuan that Pao-yu could not possibly
have coined names for them all. Who else had contributed to this task ¢
The answer came in Chapter 76, when Tai-yn and Shih Hsiang-yun
were spending the Mid-Autumn Festival evening together, admiring the
moon and writing poetry. Shih Hsiang-yun started praising the names

“Convex Blue Hall” ((}284¢f) and “Concave Crystal House” { [lf &,
{& ) as being fresh and unconventional , whereupon Tai-yu said, “To tell
you the truth. these names were coined by me. You remember that year
when Pao-yu was put to the test——he thought up names for several
place, some were used.some were changed.but there were places he
didn * t cover. Afterwards all of us worked together and fixed up names
for those places that still didn’t have any. We noted the source of those
names as well as the location of each place. and handed them in together
for Elder Sister to see.then she brought the list out for Uncle to have a
look. To our surprise, Uncle liked our suggestions, and even said, « If ]
only knew I would have asked the girls to do it together that day. It

would have been such fun.©  So, every one of the names suggested by
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me was adopted , without so much as changing one single character.”

So finally, in this passage, we are given to know whatever was left
unsatid previously about that day * s inscription of tablets in Takuanyuan.
The truth comes out that, apart from Pao-yu. it was the girls, especially
Tai-yu,who performed the task of naming the various spots in the
garden.Once again we are impressed by the author * s grand design, for
there is a span of sixty chapters between the previous mention of the
episode. in Chapter 17, and this passage from Chapter 76, which for the
author meant nearly the end of his portion of the novel, and yet, despite
this long interval,he was able to link the beginning and end of the

narrative together meaningfully.

TAKUANYUAN, being the embodiment of the ideal world, was an
unreal world which the author had lavished great imagination to
create. To Pao-yu. the protagonist of the book, it was the only world
that had any significance. Pao-yu and the girls around him practically
treated the world outside Takuanyuan as non-existent, or, if they took
note of it at all.saw in it only negative meaning For this outside
world stands for squalor and degradation. Most readers are also
inclined to neglect this outside world of reality and instead fix their
gaze on the attractions of the Utopian garden. But Ts’ao Hsueh-c¢h'in
himself was not guilty of this negligence, for to the portrayal of the
unclean and degraded world of reality he had attached equal
importance and devoted an equal amount of care. It becomes obvious,

therefore, that a difference in viewpoint separates the author,the
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protagonist and the reader.lt is the inability to settle this important
question of viewpoint that impedcs the establishment of the
~ autobiographical approach” , which wishfully lumps Pao-yu and the
author together as one person.

Successful as he was in creating a Pure Land that existed i the
realm of the ideal, Ts ao Hsueh-ch * in was deeply aware of the impos-
sibility to disconnect this Pure Land from the fiithy world of reality. Not
only is such disconnection impossible,but actually the two worlds are
forever closely integrated, and any attempt to view them as separate en-
tities and to interpret each of them in isolation must result in failure to
grasp the novel * s internal coherence. To understand this. it is necessary
for us to examine the realistic foundations of Takuanyuan.

The construction of Takuanyuan is clearly related in Chapter 16 .
the site “Begins on the east side, rising from the garden of the East Man-
sion, and extends to the north, covering a distance which, if exactly mea-
sured, amounts to three-and-a-half &.” This is followed by a more de-
tailed account . “Orders were first given to the workmen to pull down the
walls and buiidings in the Ning Mansion ' s Hui-fang Yuan (235} .
so that it can open straight into the east court of the Jung Mansion...... As
there is already running water coming into Hui-fang Yuan from under the
north corne